ABELARD AND HELOISE

Paraclete, still his property, into Heloise's keeping,
and, within a year or two, the nunnery thus founded
became one of the most famous in the kingdom,
respected, and, as we would say, fashionable.
The goodness and high-mindedness of Heloise are
as apparent in her success as is her charm. Nobles
and prelates smiled gifts upon her little abbey,
and noble ladies anxious to take the veil thought
first of the Paraclete. Well might a world-weary,
perhaps love-thwarted, girl seek out such a spiritual
mother; for, good and pure and spiritual as
Heloise was, her letters tell us that the spring of
an undying love still kept her nature sweet and
sympathetic to the human needs.

A young monk seeking Abelard would indeed
have made no such happy choice of spiritual
director. Ask the monks of St. Gildas! These
perhaps over-human fathers seem at length to
have so violently resisted Abelard's stern purpose
to reform them, as to have driven him from
the Abbey in very fear for his life; though it
must not be forgotten that in the midst of all
these various " calamities," of which presently he
was so feelingly to write, Abelard still remained
Abbot of St. Gildas, and enjoyed an abbot's
revenue. The monks, however, found it possible
still to make his life a burden, and his calumniators
were not slow to take their side against him. One
day, sick at heart, and apparently anxious to tell
his own truth about himself, Abelard sat down and
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